
What is the sound of a bad
wheel bearing
The sound of a bad wheel bearing can indicate a lot. The sound
will depend on the type of bearing and how far it has worn
out. A bad wheel bearing can cause your car to shake, make
noise and even cause damage to other parts of your vehicle.

If you notice any of these symptoms, you may want to bring
your car into service center for repair.

Here are some sounds that may indicate bad wheel bearings:

Buzzing
Buzzing is a noise that is made by something rubbing against
something else. It can be caused by the tire hitting the
fender or body of the car, or it can be caused by a bad wheel
bearing.

When you have a bad wheel bearing, you will hear a rattling or
humming sound from your front end as you drive down the road.
This noise will get louder as your car speeds up and slows
down. The hum is usually constant but may sometimes change
pitch slightly depending on how fast you are going and how
much weight is being put on each wheel.

If you have a bad wheel bearing, it needs to be replaced as
soon as possible because it will only get worse over time and
could cause damage to other parts of your vehicle such as your
tires or suspension system.

Scream
The sound of a bad wheel bearing is unmistakable. It’s a high-
pitched squeal, which usually occurs when the car is turned,
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stopped or accelerated. The problem can be caused by a number
of things, including a worn out bearing or hub assembly.

The most common cause of this problem is a defective wheel
bearing. When you turn your wheels, the bearings allow the
wheels to spin freely without friction and are lubricated by
oil in the hub assembly. Over time, excessive heat or dust can
cause the grease inside the bearing to deteriorate and wear
out prematurely. If this happens, you’ll notice that your
car’s wheels make more noise as they rotate than they did when
they were new.

A defective wheel bearing can also be caused by an improperly
installed hub assembly or loose lug nuts on one side of your
vehicle’s wheels. In addition to making noise when you drive,
a faulty wheel bearing can also cause uneven tire wear on one
side of your vehicle’s tires.

Low click
A low-click sound is the sound of a bad wheel bearing. The
sound you hear is not coming from the brake pads rubbing
against the rotor. It is coming from one or more bearings that
have worn out and are no longer holding their position in the
hub of your vehicle.

This wear can be caused by a variety of things, such as age,
overloading, poor maintenance or even poor assembly at the
factory.

The main reason for this wear is due to heat generated by
friction between the races and balls inside the bearing during
operation. This friction causes metal particles to rub against
each  other,  wearing  them  down  and  causing  them  to  become
loose.

Another reason for this wear could be improper lubrication,
which  allows  friction  between  parts  instead  of  providing



lubrication to prevent it from happening in the first place.

Grinding or growling
Grinding or growling when turning is usually a sign of a bad
wheel bearing.

The wheel bearing is a sealed unit that includes the inner
race, outer race and hub. It supports the vehicle’s weight
while allowing the wheels to spin freely around it. The outer
part of the wheel bearing is pressed into the hub and secured
with an internal snap ring. The inner part of the bearing is
held in place by two ball bearings that ride in slots on
either side of the inner race (see diagram).

When you turn your wheels, they rotate around these bearings.
If one side of your car has bad bearings, it will make a
grinding noise when you turn it slightly because there are
only two bearings supporting that side of your car instead of
four.

Get  louder  as  the  vehicle
accelerates
The sound of a bad wheel bearing is caused by the wheel
rubbing against the inner race of the wheel bearing. The wheel
bearings are located in the hub assembly and they support the
weight of the vehicle while allowing it to rotate freely. When
a wheel bearing goes bad, it will make noise as you accelerate
or decelerate. The noise will be more pronounced when driving
on rough roads and at high speeds.

The main reason why a wheel bearing makes noise is due to wear
and tear. With time, all parts will deteriorate, especially
those subjected to heavy loads and high temperatures. The
bearings are exposed to these conditions because they are
located inside the hub assembly and are subjected to friction



from the rotating wheels. This causes them to wear out faster
than other parts on your car such as engine components or
suspension systems.

If  these  noises  are  heard  while
driving, the damaged wheel bearings
should  be  replaced  as  soon  as
possible.
When you hear a grinding or squeaking sound while driving, it
could be that the wheel bearings need to be replaced. The
wheel bearings are a set of small bearings that allow the
vehicle’s wheels to rotate. They are located near the hub of
the wheel and usually have grease in them to keep them from
overheating and wearing out too quickly. Over time, these
bearings can wear out and develop problems such as noises and
vibrations.

In most cases, if you notice any kind of noise coming from
your vehicle while you are driving, you should have it looked
at by a professional mechanic right away. If left untreated,
this type of problem can lead to serious damage to other parts
on your vehicle as well as an unsafe situation for yourself
and others on the road with you.

If these noises are heard while driving, the damaged wheel
bearings should be replaced as soon as possible. This can help
prevent further damage from occurring and help ensure that
your vehicle remains safe for years to come!

Using the information provided above, you should have a better
idea of what the common sounds that are indicative of a bad
wheel bearing. If you hear these noises on a regular basis,
it’s likely time to schedule a service appointment with your
mechanic.


